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          Winter, 2009 
 
     ALAN M. KRAUT 
 
6013 Sonoma Road         Office 202-885-2410 
Bethesda, MD 20817        Home  301-493-4718 
           FAX    202-885-6166  
  
Education 
Ph.D. American History, Cornell University, 1975. 
M.A.   American History, Cornell University, 1971. 
B.A.  History, Hunter College of the City University of  New York, Magna Cum Laude. 
            Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Alpha Theta (International Honor Society in History)  

 Woodrow Wilson Fellow, 1968    
 
Academic Position 
Professor, Department of History, American University, Washington, D.C.  

Appointed Affiliate Faculty Member, School of International Service, (2008-1010) 
Promoted to rank of Full Professor, 1984     
Tenured and promoted to rank of Associate Professor, 1979. 

     Assistant Professor, 1974-78. 
 
Visiting Appointments and Non-Resident Fellow Appointments 
Nonresident Fellow at the Migration Policy Institute, 2008-2010 
Assistant Professor in the History of Medicine, Uniformed University of the Health 
Sciences, 2007-present. 
Visiting Senior Fellow, National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services Intergovernmental Personnel Act (IPA) fall 1996. 
Visiting Professor, Department of the History of Science, Harvard University, spring 1995. 
Visiting Adjunct Professor, Cornell University-in-Washington Program, 1992 to present. 
Visiting Fellow, Francis Clark Wood Institute for the History of Medicine 
College of Physicians of Philadelphia (Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship in the Humanities) 
Academic year 1987 - 1988. 
  
Awards 
Scholarship: 
Covenant of Care: Newark Beth Israel and the Jewish Hospital in America (with Deborah Kraut)              
              received the 2008 Author’s Award from the New Jersey Studies Academic Alliance.                                     
 
Goldberger’s War: The Life and Work of a Public Health Crusader received the 2004 Henry 
 Adams Prize for the Outstanding Book on the History of the Federal Government 
 presented by the Society for the History of the Federal Government, the 2004 Arthur 
 J. Viseltear Prize for the best book on the history of public health from the American 
 Public Health Association and the 2005 Watson David and Helen Miles Davis Prize for 
 the outstanding volume for a general audience, History of Science Society.   
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Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the “Immigrant Menace” received two awards in 1994: 
Theodore Saloutos Prize for the Outstanding Book in Immigration and Ethnic History 
from the Immigration and Ethnic History Society and the Phi Alpha Theta Book Award 
for the Best Book in History by an established author. 

 
Teaching: 
Appointed Distinguished Lecturer by the Organization of American Historians in 2008. 
 
For “Ethnicity in the City, Three Neighborhoods: Harlem, Spanish Harlem, and the Lower East 
Side,” a summer institute, prize for creative design from North American Association of Summer 
Sessions, 1998. 
 
American University: 

Scholar/Teacher of the Year Award, 1999 (Highest Faculty Honor University Award) 
            College of Arts and Sciences Award, Outstanding Service, 1992. 
 University Faculty Award, Outstanding Teaching, 1984. 
  College of Arts and Sciences Award, Outstanding Teaching, 1984. 
 
 
Grants and Fellowships 
 
For research on the 100-year history Newark Beth Israel Hospital, 1899-1999: 
 Grant from Healthcare Foundation of New Jersey, 1999-2002 
 
For research to write a biography of Dr. Joseph Goldberger: 
  American Philosophical Society Research Grant, 1996. 
  American University: Intramural support, 1995, 1996. 
 
For training and research in the history of medicine and the history of public health: 
  National Endowment for the Humanities Interpretive Research Grant, 1988/89. 
  Smithsonian Senior Post-doctoral Fellowship, 1988/89. 
  Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship in the Humanities, 1987/88. 
 
For research on American refugee policy and European Jewry, 1933-45                                       
  Principal Investigator, National Endowment for the Humanities Basic Research Grant, 1982 
  Albert J. Beveridge Grant from the American Historical Association, 1982 
  The Eleanor Roosevelt Institute Research Grant, 1980. 
 
For a documentary film, A Capital Community: 
   District of Columbia Council on the Humanities Grant, 1984. 
 
For the study of Jewish immigrants to rural American communities: 
  Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture Research Fellowship, 1980. 
                     
For the study of Irish abolitionists prior to their emigration to the United States: 
  American University Summer Research Fellowships 1975, 
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Publications 
 
Books 
 
In Print: 
 
From Arrival to Incorporation, Migrants to the U.S. in a Global Era (co-edited with Elliott 
Barkan and Hasia Diner), New York University Press (2008).   
 
Covenant of Care: Newark Beth Israel and the Jewish Hospital in America (with Deborah 
Kraut), Rutgers University Press (2007). 
 
American Immigration and Ethnicity: A Reader (with David Gerber), an edited volume 
comparing the immigration and ethnic experience in different eras of U.S. History. Palgrave 
Macmillan (2005).           
 
Goldberger’s War: The Life and Work of a Public Health Crusader.  
Hill and Wang of Farrar, Straus, & Giroux. (2003). Paperback 2004. 
 
Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the "Immigrant Menace," Basic Books, Inc. (1994).  
Paperback edition published by The Johns Hopkins University Press (1995).   
Japanese edition by Seidosha (1997).  
                            
American Refugee Policy and European Jewry, 1933-1945, Indiana University Press,  
with R. Breitman (1987). 
 
Crusaders and Compromisers: Essays on the Relationship of the Antislavery Struggle to the 
Antebellum Party System, an edited volume. Greenwood Press, Inc. (1983). 
 
Huddled Masses: The Immigrant in American Society, 1880-1921, Harlan Davidson, Inc. (1982).  
Second edition, completely revised (2001). 
 
 
Editorial Boards 
 Southern Jewish History, 2008 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 2005-present 
Journal of American Ethnic History, 1997 - present. 
Journal of Immigrant Health (new journal), 1996 - 2000. 
Social Science History, book editor, 1979-1986.  
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Editorial Activities  
 
Editor of Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service in the National Archives of the 
United States, published in microfilm by University Publications of America, 1991 to present. 
 
Series Editor (with J. Wakelyn) of The American Biographical History Series of American 
biographies, published by Harlan Davidson, Inc. 1987-1997.  
 
Historical Editor, Liberty: The Statue and the American Dream, a history of immigration to the 
United States, published Fall 1986. This 304-page volume was prepared by the staff of National 
Geographic Society Publications for the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. 
 
Electronic Scholarship 
 
Principal Historical Adviser for The Ellis Island Experience, a web-enabled CD-ROM,  
co-produced by the History Channel and South Peak Interactive (a division of SAS software),  
Spring 2000. 
 
Adviser and writer for Becoming Americans, The Shapiro Story, 1898-1928, 1999 CD-ROM  
produced in conjunction with the restoration of the Shapiro House, the residence of a Jewish 
immigrant family in Portsmouth, New Hampshire at the Strawbery Banke Museum. 
  
Writer for the interactive computer system on immigration history, created by NYNEX and 
used by the U.S. National Park Rangers to use teaching student visitors to Ellis Island, 1990.  
 
 
Scholarly Articles and Book Chapters 
 
Published: 
 
“A.E. Frankland’s History of the 1873 Yellow Fever Epidemic in Memphis Tennessee,” 
American Jewish Archives Journal LIX (2007). 
 
 “Bodies From Abroad: Immigration, Health and Disease,” in Reed Ueda, ed. A Companion to 
American Immigration (Oxford,UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2006), pp.106-131.  
 
Comment in Forum on Douglas C. Baynton’s “Defectives in the Land: Disability and American 
Immigration Policy, 1882-1924,” Journal of American Ethnic History 25(Spring, 2005): 54-58. 
 
“Foreign Bodies: The Perennial Negotiations Over Health and Culture in a Nation of 
Immigrants,” Journal of American Ethnic History 23(Winter, 2004): 3-22.  
 
“‘No Matter How Poor and Small the Building’: Healthcare Institutions and the Jewish 
Immigrant Community,” in Becoming American: Immigration and Religious Identity in the 
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United States, ed. Yvonne Haddad, Alta Mira Press, a division of Rowan and Littlefield 
Publishers, Inc., 2003, pp.129-158.  
 
“Migration at the Movies: A Sequel,” Immigration and Ethnic History Newsletter, 
XXXIV(November , 2002): 1,8. 
 
Comments as part of a dialogue in “Public Health in the Age of Bioterrorism,” The Responsive 
Community, Rights and Responsibilities, 12(Spring, 2002): 59-70.  
 
“Health Menace and the Italian Immigrant,” in The Italian American Experience: An 
Encyclopedia, ed. Salvatore J. LaGumina et. al. (New York, 2000):283-285.  
 
"Disease and Discrimination: Tuberculosis and Italian Immigration to the United States in the 
Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries" in Migrants, Minorities, and Medicine, eds. 
Lara Marks and Michael Worboys, Routledge, 1997, pp. 228-249.   
 
“Dr. Joseph Goldberger,” Biographical Dictionary of Doctors, Nurses, and Practitioners,  
ed. Lois Magner, Greenwood Press, 1997, pp.126-132. 
 
“Irish Famine Immigrants in New York,” Culturefront 5 (Summer, 1996): 52-55. 
 
“Migration at the Movies: One Professor’s Nominees,” Immigration History Newsletter, 
 XXVII (May, 1996):1, 8. 
 
“`Luft, gibt mir luft,': The Immigrant Jewish Community's Social Construction of Disease in the 
Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries,” An Inventory of Promises, Essays on American 
Jewish History in Honor of Moses Rischin, ed. Jeffrey Gurock and Marc Lee Raphael, Carlson 
Publishing, Inc., 1996, pp.171-186. 
 
“Illness and Medical Care Among Irish Immigrants in Antebellum New York,” in The New York 
Irish, 1625-1990, eds. Ronald H. Bayor and Timothy Meagher, Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1996, pp.153-168. 
 
“The Evolution of Washington’s Italian American Community,” in Urban Odyssey, A 
Multicultural History of Washington, D.C., ed. Francine Curro Cary, Smithsonian Institution 
Press, 1996,   
pp.154-172. 
 
“Plagues and Prejudice: Nativism's Construction of Disease in Nineteenth and Twentieth 
Century New York City,” in Hives of Sickness, ed. David Rosner, Rutgers University Press, 
1995, pp.65-90. 
 
“Il Malocchio Versus Modern Medicine,” Ambassador 23 (Fall, 1994):24-28. 
 
“Historical Aspects of Refugee and Immigration Movements,” in Amidst Peril and Pain: The 
Mental Health and Well-being of the World's Refugees eds. Anthony Marsella, Thomas 
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Bornemann, Solvig Ekblad, and John Orley, American Psychological Association Press, 1994, 
pp.33-56. 
 
“In Their Own Words: Why Historians Need a Documentary History of the Immigrant 
Experience,” in Documenting Diversity: A Report on the Conference on Documenting the 
Immigrant Experience in the United States of America, November 15-17, 1990, Immigration 
History Research Center of the University of Minnesota, 1991,  pp.91-98. 
 
“Consensus and Pluralism: Popular Will and the American People, 1820-1940,” in The Will of 
the People, The Legacy of George Mason  ed. George R. Johnson, Jr., George Mason University 
Press, 1991, pp.55-98. 
 
“Nation of Nations: From Foreign Shores,” in The Golden Door: United States Immigration and 
Ellis Island, United States Information Agency, October 1990, pp. 2-10.  
 
“Historical Perspective on Refugee Movements to North America,” in Mental Health of 
Immigrants and Refugees, Proceedings of a Conference Sponsored by Hogg Foundation for 
Mental Health and World Federation for Mental Health, eds. Thomas Bornemann and Wayne 
Holtzman, Hogg Foundation for Mental Health, 1990), pp.16-37.   
 
“Healers and Strangers: Immigrant Attitudes Toward the Physician in America -- A Relationship 
in Historical Perspective,” Journal of the American Medical Association, 263, 1990: 1807-11. 
 
“Father Thomas Judge and the Catholic Laity in the Rural South,” U.S. Catholic Historian, 8 
 (Fall 1989): 187-200. 
 
“Immigration Through the Port of Baltimore: A Comment,” in M. Mark Stolarik, ed. Freedom’s 
Doors: The Other Ports of Entry to the United States (Philadelphia: Balch Institute 
 Press, 1988): 75-80.  
 
“Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and American Efficiency, 1890-1924,” Social Science History,  
12 (Winter, 1988): 377-394. Reprinted in Norman A. Krasnegor, Norman Anderson, and Dana 
Bynum, ed. Health and Behavior, volume 1 in the Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences 
Seminar Series (Washington, D.C.: National Institutes of Health, 2000): 115-125. 
 
“My Daughter Tells Me You're Ethnic,” Journal of American Ethnic History  7 (Fall, 1987): 74-
82. 
 
“Silent Strangers: Germs, Genes, and Nativism in John Higham's Strangers in the Land,”   
American Jewish History LXXVI (December, 1986):142-158. 
                          
“The Evolution of Washington's Italian-American Community, 1890- World War II,” (with H. 
Gillette, Jr.), Journal of American Ethnic History 6(Fall, 1986): 7-27. An abbreviated version 
appeared as   “The Evolution of Washington's Italian-American Community, 1890-Present,”  in 
Support and Struggle: Italians and Italian Americans in Comparative Perspective, Proceedings 
of the Seventeenth Annual Conference of the American Italian Historical Association, eds. 
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Joseph L. Tropea, James E. Miller, and Cheryl Beattie-Repetti, The American Italian Historical 
Association, Staten Island, New York, 1986, pp.171-188. 
                                              
“Anti-Semitism in the State Department, 1933-1944: Four Case Studies,” (with R. Breitman) in 
Anti-Semitism in American History, ed. David Gerber, University of Illinois Press (1986),  
pp. 167-197. 
 
“Nativism,” Encyclopedia of American Political History, ed. Jack P. Greene, Charles Scribner's 
Sons (1985). 
 
“The State Department, the Labor Department, and German Jewish Immigration, 1930-1940," 
(with R. Breitman and Thomas Imhoof), Journal of American Ethnic History, 3(Spring, 1984): 
5-38. 
 
“The Butcher, the Baker, the Pushcart Peddler: Jewish Foodways and Entrepreneurial 
Opportunity in the East European Immigrant Community, 1880-1940,” Journal of American 
Culture, 6 (Winter, 1983): 71-83.    
 
“Who Was the ‘Mysterious Messenger’?” (With R. Breitman), Commentary, 76 (October, 1983): 
44-47. 
 
“Ethnic Foodways: The Significance of Food in the Designation of Cultural Boundaries Between 
Immigrant Groups in the United States, 1840-1921,” Journal of American Culture, 2(Fall, 1979): 
409-420. 
 
“Politics Versus Principles: The Partisan Response to `Bible Politics' in New York State,”  
(with P. Field) Civil War History 25(June, 1979): 101-118. 
 
“The Forgotten Reformers, a Profile of  Third Party Abolitionist in an Antebellum New York 
Town,” in Antislavery Reconsidered eds. Lewis Perry and Michael Fellman, Louisiana State 
University Press (1979): pp. 119-145. 
 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Approximately seventy-five book reviews in scholarly journals including, The Bulletin of the 
History of Medicine, The Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences,  The Journal of 
American History, Harvard Business History Review, Technology and Culture, American Jewish 
History, and New York History. Reviews have appeared in such popular journals as  The Nation, 
The New Republic, and Present Tense. Among recently reviewed books are: 
 
Joint review of Polio: An American Story by David Oshinsky and Living With Polio: The 
Epidemic and It Survivors by Daniel J. Wilson in the American Historical Review (June 
2006):865-866. 
 
Water, Race, and Disease by Werner Troesken in Bulletin of the History of Medicine (Summer, 
2006): 388-389. 
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A  Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 by 
Victor R. Green in Journal of American History (September, 2005): 74. 
 
Be Well! Jewish Immigrant Health and Welfare in Glasgow, 1860-1914 by Kenneth E. Collins in 
Bulletin of the History of Medicine 79(Spring, 2005): 74. 
 
Immigrant Minds, American Identities, Making the United States Home by Orm Overland in 
Journal of American History 89(September, 2002): 665-666. 
 
Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and the Origins of Diverse Democracy by Desmond 
King in The Journal of American Ethnic History 21(Summer, 2002): 136-138.  
 
“A Tale of Two Cities,” a review essay on F. Matthew Gallman’s Receiving Erin’s Children: 
Philadelphia, Liverpool, and the Irish Famine, 1845-1855 in Reviews in American History, 
29(December, 2001): 530-537. 
 
Dust, A History of the Small and Invisible by Joseph Amato in The Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History 31(Spring, 2001): 613-614. 
 
Authorized to Heal: Gender, Class and the Transformation of Medicine in Appalachia, 1880-
1930 by Sandra Lee Barney in Georgia Historical Quarterly 84(Fall, 2000): 537-538. 
 
Joint review of Hazards of the Job, From Industrial Disease to Environmental Health Sciences 
by Christopher Sellers and Safety First: Technology, Labor, and Business in the Building of 
American Work Safety, 1870-1939 by Mark Aldrich in The Journal of American History 
85(March, 1999). 
 
 
Professional Activities (selected) 
 
President of the Immigration and Ethnic History Society, 2000-2003 
(formerly Immigration History Society)  
 Vice President, 1997-2000 
 Treasurer, 1988-1997 
 
Chair of the History Advisory Committee of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, 2003-
present. 
 Member of the History Committee of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, 1983 
 to 2002. The Committee advises the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation on matters 
 of historical preservation, restoration, and interpretation.  
 
Executive Committee of the Academic Council of the American Jewish Historical Society, 2008-
present. (first elected member of Academic Council in 1988). 
 
Chair of the Program Committee of the American Association for the History of Medicine 
Annual Meeting in Rochester, NY 2008. 
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Chair of the William Osler Medal Committee of the American Association for the History of 
Medicine. The award is made annually for the best-unpublished paper in the history of medicine 
by a medical student, 2003-2004 
 
Member of the Merle Curti Prize Committee of the Organization of American Historians, 
2002/2003. 
 
Member of the Academic Advisory Council for “Celebrate 350,” the 350th Anniversary of 
Jewish communal life in North America, 2003. 
 
Member, the Executive Board of the Society for the History of the Gilded Age and Progressive 
Era, 1999-2003. 
 
President of the Washington Society of the History of Medicine, 1996 to 1998. 
 
Chair, Shryock Medal Committee of the American Association of the History of Medicine, 
1992-93. 
 
 
Papers and Comments Presented at Professional Meetings and Conferences 
(selected)  
 
 “‘ Power for Healing’: Newark Beth Israel Hospital and the Jewish Hospital in the United 
States,” at the 2006 Biennial Scholars’ Conference on American Jewish History in Charleston, 
South Carolina, June 5, 2006. 

 
“‘Is Your Heart With the Hospital?’: Newark Beth Israel and the Survival of the Jewish Hospital 
in Twentieth-Century Urban, America,” Southern Association for the History of Medicine and 
Science, San Antonio, Texas, February 24-25, 2006.  
 
“Goldberger’s Laboratory: Mississippi and the War on Pellagra,” at “Transforming Medicine in 
Twentieth Century Mississippi, Keynote Address at the Annual Meeting of the Mississippi 
Historical Society, Jackson, Mississippi, March 4, 2005. 
 
Co-organized Conference on “The New Anti-Semitism” for Center For Israeli Studies, American 
University with School of International Service, Washington College of Law, and Jewish Studies 
Program, March 17-18, 2004. 
 
Discussant on a panel, “Oversight or Discrimination in American Law? A Panel Discussion on 
Disabilities and Immigration Policy, 1880s-1920s,” March, 2004. 
 
“Foreign Bodies: The Perennial Negotiation Over Health and Culture in a Nation of 
Immigrants,” Immigration and Ethnic History Society Presidential Lecture, Organization of 
American Historians Meeting, Memphis, TN, April 5, 2003 
 



10 
 

“Immigrants, Refugees, and Federal Public Health Policy: An Historical Perspective,” paper 
delivered at the Annual Convention of the American Public Health Association, Philadelphia, 
PA, November 11, 2002. 
 
Co-organized Center for Israeli Studies Conference, “Diaspora and Comparative Immigration: 
The Jewish Experience,” and chaired session on Eastern European migration, American 
University, Washington, D.C., May 13-14, 2002.   
   
“History Outside the Classroom,” a paper delivered on a panel on “Educating Historians for 
Careers in the ‘Real World,’” at the Organization of American Historians /National Council of 
Public History Meeting in Boston, MA, April 12, 2002.  
 
“Dr. Joseph Goldberger and Human Experimentation: The Mississippi Prisoners,” paper 
delivered at the Annual Conference of the Southern Association of the History of Medicine and 
Science, New Orleans, LA, February 22, 2002. 
 
“The Rise and Demise of the Jewish Hospital: American Jewry’s Response to Nativism in Health 
Care Institutions.” paper presented at the International Conference on Jews and Medicine: 
Religious Thought, Cultural Patterns, and Practical Applications,” at the Cohn-Haddow Center 
for Judaic Studies and the School of Medicine at Wayne State University, Detroit, MI May 7, 
2001.  
 
“New Approaches to Chicago Immigrant History,” chaired panel at the Social Science 
Association Meeting, Chicago, IL, November 18, 2001. 
 
Co-organized Immigration and Ethnic History Society Conference and chaired panel on “Public 
Health and Disease” at the International Conference on Race, Ethnicity and Migration: The 
United States in a Global Context,” Immigration History Research Center, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, November 17, 2000. 
 
“World of Our Fathers After a Quarter Century,” chaired panel at the Fourth Scholar’s 
Conference on American Jewish History, Denver University, Denver, Co, June 4, 2000. 
 
“Medicine and Entitlement,” chaired panel at the American Association for the History of 
Medicine Meeting, Bethesda, MD, May 19, 2000 
 
“No Matter How Poor and Small the Building: Healthcare Institutions and the Jewish Immigrant 
Community,” paper presented at conference on “Becoming American: Immigration and 
Religious Life in the United States.” Georgetown University’ Center for Muslim-Christian 
Understanding, May 11, 2000. 
 
“Disease and Stigma,” chaired panel at the American Association for the History of Medicine 
Meeting, New Brunswick, New Jersey, May 7, 1999.  
 
“Dr. Joseph Goldberger’s War on Pellagra: A Jewish Immigrant as Public Health Hero,” paper 
presented on panel, “Migration and Medicine: The Significance of Health and Healthcare in the 
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Jewish Immigrant Experience” at the American Historical Association annual meeting, 
Washington, D.C., January 8, 1999. 
 
“New Perspectives on American Jewish Classics,” commentary presented at the Third Scholars’ 
Conference on American Jewish History in Cincinnati, Ohio, June 11, 1998. 
 
“Gender and Lower East Side Remembrance,” commentary presented at conference on 
“Remembering The Lower East Side: American Jewish Reflections, in New York City, May 11, 
1998. 
 
“Joseph Goldberger Before Pellagra: The Education and Early Career of a Public Health Hero,”  
paper delivered at the American Association for the History of Medicine Meeting in Toronto, 
Ontario, May 10, 1998. 
 
“The Archeology of the Five Points: New York’s Notorious Immigrant Slum,” commentary 
presented at the Twenty-Second Annual Meeting of the Social Science History Association, 
Washington, D.C., October 19, 1997.  
 
 “When the Truth Was Not Enough: Joseph Goldberger and the Pursuit of Public Health," paper 
delivered at Conference on "Public Health, Demography and American Medicine," National 
Library of Medicine, Bethesda, Maryland, May 22, 1996. 
 
“New Directions in History in the National Park System,” on the Ellis Island History Committee, 
paper presented at Conference on History and the Public Interest, Seattle, Washington. April 12, 
1996. 
 
“Welfare and Citizenship in the Immigrant United States,” commentary presented at the 
American Historical Association Convention in Atlanta, Georgia. January 5, 1996.   
 
“Dr. Joseph Goldberger and the Clinical Trials in Southern Orphanages and Prisons,”  paper 
presented  at Conference on Regulating Human Experimentation in the United States: The 
Lessons of History, Columbia University, Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons.  
February 23, 1995. 
 
“Quarantine and the Public's Health:  The Chinese and Bubonic Plague in 1900,” paper presented 
at the American Public Health Association Annual Meeting.  November 1, 1994.  
 
“Haitians, Chinese, and Medical Stigmatization in Historical Perspective,” a paper presented at  
Conference on "Race and Ethnicity: Relations Between African Americans and Ethnic Groups  
American Society" at the German Historical Institute in Washington, D.C.  September 22, 1994.  
 
“Irish Immigrant Women and the Mid-Atlantic Urban Experience,” chaired panel at Social 
Science History Association Convention, Baltimore, Maryland. November 5, 1993. 
 
“Depression of the 1890s:  Recent Work and Continuing Questions,” panel presentation at 
American Historical Association Convention.  December 28, 1992. 
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“Century of American Jewish Political Life,” chaired and commented on panel at American 
Jewish Historical Society National Conference, Washington, D.C. May, 16, 1992. 
 
“Migration and Community Building,”  “Central Americans in the United States,” “Latinos in 
the United States: Historical Perspectives,” chaired and commented at the Landmarks 
Conference sponsored by the Department of History of American University and the 
Smithsonian Institution. April 10, 1992. 
  
“Illness and Medical Care Among Irish Immigrants in New York,”  paper presented at a session 
on “The Nineteenth Century Irish in New York: Health, Religion and Inter-Ethnic Relations, at 
the Organization of American Historians annual meeting. April 2, 1992. 
 
“Medicine and Marginality," chaired and commented on four papers at the Sixteenth Annual 
Meeting of the Social Science History Association, New Orleans. November 2, 1992. 
 
“Historical Aspects of Refugee and Immigration Movements, ” paper presented at the First 
International Conference on the Mental Health and Well-being of the World’s Refugees, 
Stockholm Sweden, October 7, 1992. 
 
 “In Their Own Words: Why Historians Need A Documentary History of the Immigrant 
Experience,”  paper presented at a Conference on Documenting the Immigrant Experience at the 
Oak Ridge Conference Center, Chaska, Minnesota.  November 19, 1990.  
 
“Historical Perspectives on Refugee Movements to North America,” paper presented at the 
Conference on Mental Health of Immigrants and Refugees, Houston, Texas.  March 23, 1990. 
 
“AIDS and Immigration,” panel chair and “The Effects of  Culture on Health,” paper presented 
at the conference, “Immigrant Health: An Integrated Approach to Care and Policy," at the New 
York Academy of  Medicine. May 15, 1989. 
 
“Silent” Travelers: Germs, Genes, and American Efficiency, 1890-1924,” paper presented at the 
American Historical Association Convention, Washington, D.C. December 27, 1988. 
 
“The Evolution of Washington's Italian Community,” paper presented with Howard Gillette, at 
Conference on Washington, D.C. Historical Studies. February 21, 1986. 
 
“Roosevelt, the State Department and the Jews,” paper presented to the American Jewish 
Historical Association. April 19, 1985. 
                  
“Sanctuary Versus Security: Sources and Interpretations of United States Refugee Policy, 1940-
41,” paper presented, with R. Breitman, at the American Historical Association.  December 28, 
1983. 
 
“America and the Holocaust: U.S. Immigration Policy Toward the Jews, 1933-1938,” paper 
presented at the Organization of American Historians annual meeting.  April 3, 1981. 
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Historical Consultant Activities 
 
Consultant to the OASIS Institute on “The Immigrant Experience” Project. The OASIS Institute 
provides educational programs for senior citizens across the country, 2006-present. 
 
Consultant to the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services in the Department of 
Homeland Security on the revision of the history and government portions of the citizenship 
examination and creation of the “U.S. Guide for Naturalization Applicants,” 2003 – 2005. 
  
Historical adviser on the advisory panel that issued “America’s Challenge: Domestic Security, 
Civil Liberties and National Unity After September 11,” a report compiled by the Migration 
Policy Institute, 2003. 
 
Consultant to Save Ellis Island, Inc. on public health museum and  institute on South Side of 
Ellis Island 2003-present.  
 
Member of the Committee on the Health and Adjustment of Immigrant Children and Families, a 
two-year study co-sponsored by the National Research Council and the Institute of Medicine that 
wrote From Generation to Generation, The Health and Well-Being of Children in Immigrant 
Families (Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press, 1998). 
 
Consultant to the U.S. National Archives on Archives II, appointed to the Archives Advisory 
Group by the Executive Director of the American Historical Association as the AHA 
representative, 1990. 
 
Historical Consultant for The Historical Atlas of the United States published by the National 
Geographic Society, 1989. 
 
 
Media Consultant 
 
Consultant  (on camera) to Conway Films on documentary film, Forgotten Ellis Island: The 
Untold Story of the Ellis Island Hospital will air on PBS, February 2, 2009. 
 
Consultant to Film Odyssey on documentary film, Cinema Exiles, From Hitler to Hollywood 
aired on PBS, January 1, 2009. 
 
Consultant (on camera) to BBC on episode on Dr. Joseph Goldberger in new series, Medical 
Mavericks (2007). 
 
Consultant to Lion TV on PBS’s History Detectives, 2003-present. 
 
Consultant to “Rx For Survival, A Global Health Challenge,” aired on PBS, November 1-13, 
2005. 
 
Consultant to Nancy Porter Productions, Inc. on documentary film, The Most Dangerous Woman 
in America: Typhoid Mary, aired on PBS’s American Experience, October, 2004.  
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Consultant to producer Andrea Kalin of Spark Media on Partners of the Heart, a documentary 
about the discovery of the surgery that saves so-called blue babies and the two men who 
developed it, Alfred Blalock, a Southern white surgeon and his brilliant African-American 
collaborator, Vivien Thomas, aired on PBS, February, 2003.  
 
Historical consultant on the documentary, “They Came to America,” on the immigration 
experience of recent newcomers, aired on PBS January 8, 2003. 
 
Consultant (on camera) to ESPN on life of Lou Gehrig for series on “Fifty Greatest Athletes,” 
2001. 
 
Consultant to producer Nina Seavey on A Paralyzing Fear: The Story of Polio, shown at the 
1998 New York Film Festival and aired on the Public Broadcasting Station (PBS) on October 5, 
1998. 
 
Consultant (on camera) to producer Larry Klein and on-camera expert in Matters of Life and 
Death and consultant to producer Alice Markowitz and on-camera expert in  In Search of 
Ourselves, two episodes in the Public Broadcasting Series,  A Science Odyssey, broadcast on 
January 11-15, 1998. 
 
Historian (on camera) for Greystone Communications on a three-part documentary, Ellis Island, 
broadcast on the History Channel in January, 1997. 
 
Consultant (on camera) to producer Larry Hott on documentary "The People's Plague: 
Tuberculosis in America,” broadcast on PBS on October 2, 1995. 
 
Consultant on documentary, "America and the Holocaust: Deceit and Indifference," an episode 
of The American Experience, a PBS series, broadcast on April 6, 1994.  
 
Consultant to Paul Stern Productions on documentary film on Haitians and AIDS, 1989-1990.  
 
Consultant to Charles Guggenheim for his film, “Journey to America,” a segment of the PBS 
documentary series, The American Experience, broadcast on WETA on December 13, 1989. 
 
Historian for  research and production of “Refugee,” a television documentary about Vietnamese 
refugees to Virginia, broadcast on the Washington, D.C. public television affiliate, on November 
17, 1981.   
 
 
Museum Consultant 
 
The Lower East Side Tenement Museum for exhibit on backyard and privies, 2008-present 
 
The Lower East Side Tenement Museum for “Sitting Shiva with the Rogarshevskys,” an exhibit 
to accompany restoration of the Rogarshevsky apartment in the museum, 1997. 
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The Strawbery Banke Museum in Portsmouth, New Hampshire,  on the historic restoration of the 
Shapiro House, 1997. 
 
U.S. Public Health Service on "Doctors At The Gate," exhibit concerning medical inspection on 
Ellis Island, 1996.  
 
National Council on the Aging, for "Remembering World War II," multi-media package,   
1991 to 1995.  
 
American Telegraph and Telephone Company (AT&T) on the permanent exhibit,  “Treasures 
From Home Exhibit,” on Ellis Island, 1990. 
 
 “Becoming Americans,” an exhibit on the immigration experience , at the B'nai B'rith Klutznick 
Museum, Washington, D.C., 1990. 
 
Tenants group, which obtained historical landmark status for the City and Suburban Homes 
Company's York Avenue Estate's model tenement in New York City, 1989.  
 
Consultant to U.S. National Park Service: 
 
Consultant to National Park Service on publication, Revision of The National Park Service's 
Thematic Framework. This is a document of major significance because it will determine the 
future interpretation of National Park sites. Co-sponsored by the Organization of American 
Historians and the National Coordinating Committee for the Promotion of History and supported 
by the American Historical Association, 1994. 
 
Consultant serving on National Park System Advisory Board's Humanities Review Committee, 
which drafted "Humanities and the National Parks: Adapting to Change." The committee was 
convened at the request of the Director of the National Parks, Roger Kennedy, 1994. 
 
Consultant to National Park Service on Revision of Guidelines for Selection of National Parks 
and National Historic Landmarks, Summer, 1993.  
 
 
Expert Testimony 
 
Served as expert witness for New York State in Supreme Court case,  New Jersey v. New York 
no.120, on the disposition of Ellis Island, Spring 1995-Spring, 1998.  
 
 
Congressional Testimony 
 
Testified before the Subcommittee on Immigration of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
United States Senate on “Examining Both Past and Present Immigration Policies,” 105th Cong., 
S-Hrg. 105-248, Serial No. J-105-41, August 11, 1997 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing 
Office, 1997): pp.38-44. 
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At the request of the National Coordinating Committee for the Promotion of History, testified 
before the Subcommittee on Interior of the U.S. House of Representatives' Committee on 
Appropriations on the importance of the National Endowment for the Humanities to working 
scholars, calling for the restoration of an $11 million cut in the NEH budget recommended by the 
Reagan administration.  March 10, 1987.  
 
U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform Testimony: At the request of the Executive Director  
of the Commission, appeared and testified on the need for the provision of health care services to 
immigrants and refugees currently entering the United States regardless of their legal status.  
January 5, 1993.   
 
 
Invited Lectures, Symposia, and Panels (selected, 2000 to present) 
 
The John K. Lattimer Lecture, “‘Mirrors of the Culture’: Jewish Hospitals in  the History of 
American Health Care” at the New York Academy of Medicine, December 12, 2007. 

 
Lecture on “Newark, Not Washington: American Jewish Hospitals and Their Communities,” 
Temple Micah, Washington, D.C., November 9, 2007. 

 
Lecture on “Migration and Disease in the Ellis Island Era” in Public Health 105 at the George 
Washington University School of Public Health, October 25, 2007. 

 
Evening presentation at Tenement House Museum related to debut of documentary film, 
“Forgotten Ellis Island,” October 25, 2007. 

 
Lecture on “The Use of History in Policy Analysis: The Case of Immigration,” University of 
California, Berkeley in Washington (repeat of January 24th lecture), October 19, 2007. 

 
Lectures on the “Immigration and Public Health Policy on Ellis Island” at the Summer Teachers’ 
Seminar, Ellis Island Institute sponsored by Save Ellis Island!, New Jersey, July 23, 30, 2007.  
 
Lecture on “Preserving Tradition in Sickness and Health: The Role of the Jewish Hospital in the 
History of American Healthcare” for Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, Washington, D.C., June 
19, 2007. 

 
Lecture on “Jewish Bodies: Immigrant Encounters with American Medicine in the 19th and 20th 
Centuries,” Hebraic Section of the African and Middle Eastern Division of the Library of 
Congress (in Celebration of Jewish American Heritage Month), May 22, 2007. 

 
Lecture (with Deborah Kraut) on “‘Mirrors of the Culture in Which We Live’: Jewish Hospitals 
in the History of American Health Care” at the Annual Meeting of the Washington Society for 
the History of Medicine, May 19, 2007. 

 
Lecture on Covenant of Care: Newark Beth Israel and the Jewish Hospital in America at the 
John Cotton Dana Library, Rutgers University, Newark, April 25, 2007. 
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Lecture on “Immigration and Public Health Policy on Ellis Island” for teachers sponsored by the 
Woodrow Wilson Liberty Fellowship – Teaching American History Grant, Trenton, New Jersey, 
on Ellis Island, April 21, 2007. 
 
Lecture on “‘Pellagra is Only Ignorance; Pellagra is Only Poverty’: Dr. Joseph Goldberger’s Riff 
on Early Twentieth Century Southern Life.” This lecture opened the exhibit, “Reform, 
Reconstruction, and Redemption: The Northern Impulse to Save the South,” in the Southern 
Historical Collection, University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill, April 10, 2007. 

 
Lecture on “Silent Strangers: Disease and Nativism in a New Era of Migration,” at the School of 
Public Health, University of California, Berkeley, February 14, 2007. 
  
Lecture on “Defending the Faith: The Rise of the Jewish Hospital in the History of  American 
Healthcare,” Department of History, University of California, Berkeley. This lecture and the one 
above were co-sponsored by the Jewish Studies Program, the Center for Health Research, the 
Institute for the Study of Social Change, and the Health Immigration Consortium of the 
University of California, Berkeley, February 13, 2007. 

 
Presentation on Covenant of Care: Newark Beth Israel and the Jewish Hospital in America at 
Politics and Prose Book Store in Washington, D.C., February 11, 2007. 
 
Lecture on “The Use of History in Policy Analysis: The Case of Immigration,” 
University of California ,Berkeley in Washington, January 24, 2007. 

 
Delivered the C.F. Reynolds Lecture at the University of Alabama Medical School, Birmingham, 
“Dr. Joseph Goldberger’s War on Pellagra,” October 12, 2006. 

  
Lectures on the “Immigration and Public Health Policy on Ellis Island” at the Summer Teachers’ 
Seminar, Ellis Island Institute sponsored by Save Ellis Island!, New Jersey, July 24, 31, 2006. 

 
Scholar-in-Residence and Lecturer on Immigration History at Read History Program for High 
School Teachers at the University of Delaware, July 10-14, 2006. 

 
Belfer Lecture, “The United States and the Holocaust” at the United States National Holocaust 
Museum, June 25, 2006. 
  
Lecture on “The Huddled Masses: European Immigration in the Age of Industrialization” at the 
Teaching American History High School Workshop, University of Delaware, April 28, 2006. 
  
Keynote Speaker at the Anti-Defamation League National Heritage Award Ceremony,  
“Defending Tradition: Prejudice and the Rise of the Ethnic Hospital,” March 16, 2006.  

 
Presentation as part of a panel on “Epidemics in the United States: Public Policy Responses and 
the Lessons to be Learned,” Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, December 13, 
2005.  
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“Doctors at the Borders: Immigrants and the Public Health: Historical Perspectives,” C.F. 
Reynolds Medical History Society at the University of Pittsburgh Medical School, September 23, 
2004.  
 
“‘Pellagra is only ignorance; pellagra is only poverty’: Dr. Joseph Goldberger’s Fight for the 
Public’s Health, George Rosen Memorial Lecture at the Yale University School of Medicine, 
May 14, 2004. 
 
“After Ellis Island: Providing Healthcare to the Immigrant Poor,” lecture at the Eighth 
Conference of the International Society of Travel Medicine in New York City, May, 2003.  
 
Moderated a post-concert panel of immigrant composers on stage at the Kennedy Center 
following a National Symphony performance in the two-week program, “Journey to America, A 
Musical Immigration.” The panel included Maestro Leonard Slatkin and composers Michel 
Camilo, Paqito D’Rivera, flautist Marina Piccini and Descendants of composers Franz Waxman 
and Ernst Toch, Kennedy Center, February 9, 2002. 
 
“Bias at the Bedside: The Jewish Hospital, An Institutional Response to Anti-Semitism in 
American Healthcare,” the John C. Livingston Memorial Lecture in American Jewish History, 
University of Denver, February 4, 2002. 
 
“Jews of Washington,” introductory talk prior to Debut of documentary film, “The Old Days,” at 
the Washington, D.C. Jewish Community Center, November 6, 2001. 
“Deadly Deficiencies: Dr. Joseph Goldberger’s War on Disease and Depravation,” Medical 
History Society of New Jersey and the Academy of Medicine of New Jersey at Nassau Club of 
Princeton, October 30, 2001. 
 
“Ellis Island: Portal to America,” keynote lecture for Diversity Awareness week at the University 
College of the University of Maryland, October 29, 2001. 
 
“Public Health After 9/11" panel presentation at the National Press Club sponsored by the 
Institute for Communitarian Policy Studies at George Washington University, October 26, 2001.  
 
“Deadly Deficiencies: Dr. Joseph Goldberger’s War on Disease and Depravation,” grand rounds 
delivered at the Medical School of the Oregon Health Sciences University, October 16, 2001. 
 
“Ethnic Pluralism and Public Health: An Historical Perspective,” lecture delivered at the Oregon 
Health Sciences University, October 15, 2001. 
 
“The Beth: An Historical Perspective,” lecture at “Cultural Diversity: Developing Cultural 
Competency,” a Symposium in Visionaries in Medicine and Science, a series celebrating the 
Centennial of the Newark Beth Israel Hospital, March 7, 2001 at Newark Beth Israel Medical 
Center, March 7, 2001. 
 
“Joseph Goldberger, A Hero in Medicine,” lecture for Illinois Program for Research in the 
Humanities and the American Studies Workshop at the University of Illinois, Urbana, February 
22, 2001. 
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“Huddled Masses Revisited,” seminar at the University of Illinois, Urbana, February 22, 2001 
 
“Dr. Joseph Goldberger and Pellagra,” lecture at the University of Minnesota Medical School, 
November 16, 2000. 
 
“The Italian Immigrant Experience in Washington, D.C.,” lecture to  Elderhostel, November 7, 
2000. 
 
“America During the Holocaust,” Annual Belfer Lecture, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
July 8, 2000. 
 
“Crossings: The Italian American Experience,” lecture for Smithsonian Associates, Washington, 
D.C., May 4, 2000. 
 
“American Refugee Policy During World War II,” lecture to Georgia Historical Society, 
Savannah, Georgia, April 13, 2000. 
 
“U.S .Immigration,” presentation at Seminar on Race, Ethnicity, and Migration at the University 
of Minnesota, March 10, 2000.  
 
“Dr. Joseph Goldberger and Pellagra: The Inside Story,” Hannah Seminar, University of 
Toronto, February 10, 2000.  
 
Teaching 
 
Upper Level and Graduate Courses at American University: 
Epidemics and Identity (jointly in School of International Service & College of Arts and 
Sciences) 
America Through Immigrant Eyes 
Rx for America: History of Medicine From Smallpox to AIDS 
Ethnicity in America: "A Pox on Columbus" (Grad.)  
The Ethnic Experience in America (Undergrad.) 
Studies in American Immigration and Ethnic History 
Graduate Research Seminar 
Graduate Colloquium in U.S. History 
The South Since Reconstruction 
American Encounters (U.S. Survey I)           
The Civil War and Reconstruction 
Historiography: Historians and Slavery  
Sport, Pageantry and Ritual in American Culture 
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Visiting Professor at Harvard University:  
Seminar: Race, Religion, Ethnicity, and Health Policy in United States History 
Migration and Health in American History 
 
 
Summer Institutes: 
The Ethnic Experience in the City: Three New York Neighborhoods. 
The Civil War Institute: Washington, D.C.  
 
 
Professional Affiliations 
 
American Historical Association  
Organization of American Historians  
American Jewish Historical Society 
American Association for the History of Medicine 
American Public Health Association 
Immigration and Ethnic History Society 
Urban History Association 
National Council on Public History 
Social Science History Association 
Washington Society for the History of Medicine  
 
 
 
 


